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- your views on the emerging design
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Derby’s ambition is to have a contemporary large-scale entertainment and conference 
venue in the city centre, animating and enhancing the vitality of the Market Place. Derby 
City Council is fulfilling this ambition by delivering a new and improved Assembly Rooms 
for Derby. The new Assembly Rooms will be key to a vibrant city centre. It aligns with the 
key priority of Derby’s City Centre Masterplan 2030, complementing a mix of retail, leisure 
and accommodation developments. It will act as a catalyst for further investment and to 
rejuvenate Derby into a thriving city that can compete on every level.

Derby City Council has appointed Perfect Circle to design the new Assembly Rooms. 
It has a successful track record of delivering projects across the UK, having recently 
delivered the 900-seat Leicester Haymarket Theatre, which had previously been closed for 
11 years.

We will soon be submitting a planning application for external changes associated with 
our plans for the venue. The new designs set out both the essential works that must take 
place so that the Assembly Rooms can reopen, and the enhancements we want to make 
to ensure it is a venue fit for the 21st century.

The Council has chosen to run the new Assembly Rooms in-house through a reformed 
Derby LIVE. Derby LIVE is the Council’s own award-winning team, highly-experienced in 
providing events, performances and festivals for the city, across a range of indoor and 
outdoor spaces.

Before we submit the planning application and construction gets under way, we would 
like to take this opportunity to share our designs with you. For the first time you can take 
a look at what the new Assembly Rooms could look like and see the changes that will be 
made to the building as part of this exciting project.  
We would like your views on the emerging designs.
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• Brand new and more prominent entrance located directly onto the Market Place

• Fully glazed first floor to open up the views to / from the building

• External feature lighting to complement the building’s distinctive look

• Ground floor commercial/food and beverage units provide animation and interaction 
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Bringing vibrancy to the Market Place



• Modern wooden effect flooring and timber features together with new lighting will be a  
focal point for the space

• The multifunctional programme and merchandise sales point reflects the dramatic  
nature of the existing staircase

• New contemporary furniture will be able be moved to cater for lots of  
different events and occasions

• The dynamic structure of the building is emphasised through the upgrade works

Main Foyer Space

Enhanced entrance to venue

• Re-invigorated main entrance to the venue with dramatic features to guide visitors 

• Dramatic overhead feature lighting guides visitors through the space

• Modern ticket purchase and collection desk with accessible counter

• New titled flooring provides a bright and refreshed feel to the entrance

• Up and coming shows and events are shown on the TVs
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Car Park Improvements

As part of the Assembly Rooms transformation, we are exploring options which could be 
created in the future to enhance the venue even further for your future enjoyment. 

One of these options is the potential for a courtyard to be created which will allow visitors to 
eat, drink and relax particulary in the summer months before, during and after shows.

Future opportunity to create a new courtyard

• Fresh, modern external look to complement its position between the Market Place  
and the Silk Mill 

• Enhanced pedestrian access point 

• Dynamic external cladding promoting a vertical rhythm 

• Feature corner element placed in consideration with views near World Heritage Site 

• Improved internal lighting providing a safe internal environment
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We are looking forward to opening the city’s rejuvenated entertainment and conference 
venue. Drawing on the experience of Derby LIVE in operating multiple venues and spaces 
across the city, we will bring an exciting and brand new experience.

And a great experience is central to our ambition for you – from the moment you walk 
through the doors into the vibrant atmosphere of the new bars and foyers, to the first time 
you’re sitting on the edge of your plush new seat, to the great feeling that stays with you 
as you journey home after a great night out.    
 
We’ll be working with the key players in the entertainment industry to bring you an exciting 
and diverse mix of rock and pop, West-End musicals, opera, dance, pantomime, comedy 
and kids shows. Whilst continuing to produce some of the city’s most high profile events 
including The Hannells Darley Park Concert, Derby Folk Festival and offering the wider 
range of events at Derby Arena, the Guildhall Theatre and outdoor spaces across the city.

Derby LIVE is an established partner across Derby’s cultural landscape – playing a leading 
role in key events including Derby Festé and Derby Book Festival and in recent times 
Poppies: Weeping Window at the Silk Mill Museum and the 2012 Olympic Torch Relay.

We’re excited to be given this opportunity and are already busy investing in and 
developing the team, with our eyes firmly set on maximising the sustainability of the city 
centre’s best new asset.

With the modern, state-of-the-art conferencing facilities that the new venue will boast, 
we’re starting new conversations across the East Midlands’ business community, to bring 
new business and events to the city. And partnering across the city to package Derby as a 
destination that competes on every level.

Rooted in Derby, we’re here to serve you. We can’t wait to welcome you through the doors 
to enjoy a programme that you’ll want to be part of, and to create new memories that will 
last a lifetime.

We’d love to hear your thoughts and ideas about how we can best deliver for you.

What to expect from the  
new Assembly Rooms



The Council has been allocated approximately £4.48million in Local Growth Fund (LGF) 
investment towards the transformation of the New Assembly Rooms – subject to the 
submission of a detailed business plan – via the D2N2 Local Enterprise Partnership (LEP); 
the private sector-led Partnership promoting economic growth across Derby, Derbyshire, 
Nottingham and Nottinghamshire.

LEPs play a vital role in driving economic growth, helping build a country that works  
for everyone. 

By 2021 Government will have invested over £12billion through the Local Growth Fund, 
allowing LEPs to use their local knowledge to get all areas of the country firing on all 
cylinders. Analysis has shown every £1 of LGF invested could generate £4.81 in benefits. 
Further facts about the Local Growth Fund – delivered via the Ministry of Housing, 
Communities & Local Government – are at web link www.gov.uk/government/collections/
local-growth-deals.

Let us know what you think of the designs by completing the feedback form or by 
dropping to chat to our team on the following dates at the Guildhall Theatre Clubrooms 
(located opposite the main entrance to the theatre under the arches):

Tuesday 14 May 2019 between 10am - 6pm
Wednesday 22 May 2019 between 9am-5pm

The next steps for the project will be to consider the responses received during the 
public/stakeholder engagement period before a planning application is submitted in 
June 2019. Subject to securing planning permission and completing further detailed 
design work, construction works will commence.

We will continue to keep the public and stakeholders informed of progress made on 
the project as we progress through the next stages.

We would like your views

Local Growth Fund



Address: Assembly Rooms Public Engagement, 

Regeneration and Major Projects Department,  

Derby City Council, Corporation Street, Derby, DE1 2FS

Email: Regeneration.Projects@derby.gov.uk

Phone: 01332 641738


