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We can give you this information in any other 
way, style or language that will help you access it.  
Please contact us on – 01332 255076, minicom –
01332 256666 or fax us on – 01332 256052.

Please contact us if you need help reading this document or any part 
of it translating.
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If you wish to submit comments on any aspects of the information contained in 
this document, or require any further information please contact:

Derby City Council at derby.ldf@derby.gov.uk
or phone 01332 255076

Alternatively write to:

Plans and Policies, Spatial and Transport Planning, Neighbourhoods 
Directorate, Derby City Council, Saxon House, Friary Street, Derby, DE1 1AN

Further information is also available on our website:
www.derby.gov.uk/planning

We want you to tell us if you agree or disagree with the information we have gathered so far and to suggest 
additional information you think should be included. 

Please see the back of this document for information 
about how to get involved and how to provide us with 
your comments.

We have prepared a series of draft 
Townscape Character Assessments for all of 
the wards within Derby. These present 
information about the built environment and 
about what makes up an area’s identity. 
Information includes whether the area is 
historic or new, the age and type of its 
housing areas, whether it is entirely 
residential or has large amounts of other 
land uses such as employment areas and so 
on. We have also produced Neighbourhood 
Overviews which focus on the social and 
economic profile of each ward and are 
available on our webpage, 
www.derby.gov.uk/planning.  

We would like you to help us by telling us 
more about your areas and how they work as 
neighbourhoods. These Character 
Assessments are draft and we recognise that 
more information will need to be added to 
them and that we may not have got 
everything absolutely right! However, local 
people have the greatest understanding of 
their neighbourhoods and so we want you to 
help us to build up these assessments. 
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Historic Character and Identity: Allestree

Allestree is the northern most ward in the city and is 
bordered by Darley to the east and Mackworth to the south. 
It is bordered by the district of Amber Valley along its 
western and northern edges and Erewash in its north-east 
corner.  

Allestree was formerly a distinct rural village with historic 
development centred upon the Park Lane, Cornhill and St 
Edmunds’s Close areas. The historic core is surrounded by 
1930s development, mainly to the west and east and these 
areas generally form the traditional village area of the ward. 

Substantial housing development in the Park Farm and 
Blenheim Drive areas through the 1960s and 70s eventually 
led the area being incorporated into the Borough of Derby. 
The shopping precinct developed as part of the Park Farm 
housing estate now serves as the main service and 
shopping destination in the ward and is key activity node. 

The ward is flanked by the two City Parks to the north and 
south. These help to maintain a separate identity from other 
parts of the built up area. This separate identity is reinforced
by the dominance of the A38 to the east. The arterial routes 
of Kedleston Road and Duffield Road also help to define the 
character of the area.     

The ward has generally been viewed as one of the more 
affluent and desirable areas of the city, which may in part be 
due to the larger properties, leafy character and excellent 
access to open land and the countryside.  

The area of the ward that has seen most new development 
in recent years is the former Derby Rugby Club site on 
Kedleston Road, although there has also been some infill 
development in other areas.

Concerns have been raised about some proposed infill 

Draft Character Areas

developments, especially where these affect established 
lower density areas. We have not identified the extent of the 
sensitive area but would be interested in working with local 
groups to explore this issue further.  

Landscape and Open Space:

Open space is a key contributor to the character of the area, 
with both of Derby’s ‘City Parks’ located within Allestree. The 
Recreation Ground is one of the few areas of major open 
space within the residential areas of the ward. 

There is a substantial area of Green Belt land in the north of 
the ward, which is located within the boundary of the Derwent 
Valley Mills World Heritage Site (WHS). The Green Belt 
extends eastwards helping to stop Derby and Nottingham 
from merging. To the north of Allestree Park, the landscape is 
charcterised by wooded slopes and valleys and riverside 
meadows that form the Derwent Valley.

Beyond the western boundary of the ward, the landscape 
opens out into estate farmland surrounding the villages of 
Mackworth, Kedleston and Quarndon, within Amber Valley.

Heritage and Townscape and Movement:

The townscape in the more northern areas of the ward has 
the feel of a mature residential suburb, with a mix of property 
types, larger gardens and low densities. There is a 
conservation area containing a number of listed buildings and 
buildings of historic importance.  

The south of the ward is visually dominated by the Derby 
University Campus at Kedleston Road. The townscape in this 
area is mainly low rise and suburban, characterised by 
detached properties and bungalows, but with less historic 
character compared to more northern parts of the ward.       

The traditional village area has a dense and close knit 
building pattern to it with a complex street pattern. The 
housing estate areas tend to have a lower density and more 
open pattern. These areas are characterised by standard 70s 
housing estate layouts, including a number of cul de sac 
roads flowing from the main feeder routes.

Movement within the ward is generally along the A38, 
Kedleston Road and Duffield Road. Allestree Lane and 
Birchover Way are the main feeder routes into the housing 
estates in the south of the ward.
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Lambourn Drive – 1970s estate, bungalows and detached

Evans Avenue / Ford Lane – Inter war, detached 

Baslow Drive – Early 21st Century, townhouses and 
apartments

Cavendish Avenue – Inter war, semi detached

Village Centre – Historic centre and inter war growth

Former Rugby Club – 1990s estate, detached

Park Farm – 1960s and 70s, suburban, detached and 
bungalows 

Blenheim Drive – 1970s estate, semi detached and 
bungalows, 1930s linear growth along Allestree Lane 

A38
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