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We can give you this information in any other 
way, style or language that will help you access it.  
Please contact us on – 01332 255076, minicom –
01332 256666 or fax us on – 01332 256052.

Please contact us if you need help reading this document or any part 
of it translating.
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If you wish to submit comments on any aspects of the information contained in 
this document, or require any further information please contact:

Derby City Council at derby.ldf@derby.gov.uk
or phone 01332 255076

Alternatively write to:

Plans and Policies, Spatial and Transport Planning, Neighbourhoods 
Directorate, Derby City Council, Saxon House, Friary Street, Derby, DE1 1AN

Further information is also available on our website:
www.derby.gov.uk/planning

We want you to tell us if you agree or disagree with the information we have gathered so far and to suggest 
additional information you think should be included. 

Please see the back of this document for information 
about how to get involved and how to provide us with 
your comments.

We have prepared a series of draft 
Townscape Character Assessments for all of 
the wards within Derby. These present 
information about the built environment and 
about what makes up an area’s identity. 
Information includes whether the area is 
historic or new, the age and type of its 
housing areas, whether it is entirely 
residential or has large amounts of other 
land uses such as employment areas and so 
on. We have also produced Neighbourhood 
Overviews which focus on the social and 
economic profile of each ward and are 
available on our webpage, 
www.derby.gov.uk/planning.  

We would like you to help us by telling us 
more about your areas and how they work as 
neighbourhoods. These Character 
Assessments are draft and we recognise that 
more information will need to be added to 
them and that we may not have got 
everything absolutely right! However, local 
people have the greatest understanding of 
their neighbourhoods and so we want you to 
help us to build up these assessments. 



KEY

Historic Character and Identity: Chellaston

The ward includes the two distinct residential areas of 
Chellaston to the south and Shelton Lock to the north. It is 
located on the periphery of the city and abuts Boulton ward to 
the north, Sinfin ward to the west and the administrative area 
of South Derbyshire District Council to the south.   

Like many of the more mature suburbs of Derby, the 
Chellaston area was initially a small and separate village, 
located outside of the boundary of Derby. The original village 
area is situated at the junction of Swarkestone Road and the 
High Street, where two small shopping areas have developed.  

Chellaston ‘village’ has now grown to an extent where the built 
form has merged with Shelton Lock which now forms the 
northern part of the ward. 

The Shelton Lock area developed as an extension to the 
urban area of the city, adjoining the Allenton / Boulton area to
the north. The main residential settlement of Shelton Lock has 
developed around Derby Road and Sinfin Avenue. It takes its 
name from the former canal lock at Chellaston Road which 
now forms a multi user route through the ward.

There has been significant residential expansion in the ward in 
the last 15 years, through the development of East Chellaston 
off Snelsmoor Lane and the more recent West Chellaston 
area, to the west of Swarkestone Road. The West Chellaston 
development alone has contributed over 1000 new homes, as 
well as new office space and shops. 

Concerns have been raised about some new developments, 
especially where these have been developed or proposed 
within established lower density areas. We have not identified 
the extent of the sensitive area but would be interested in 
working with local groups to explore this issue further. 

The ward as a whole is influenced by the Swarkestone Road 

Draft Character Areas

corridor which forms a spine through the area, providing 
access to all of the main residential areas. The presence of 
this route gives the area a linear character.

Landscape and Open Space:

The main areas of open space and open landscape in the 
ward are the Green Wedges. They help to define the built 
communities of Chellaston and Shelton Lock and separate 
the ward from Sinfin to the west and Alvaston and Boulton to 
the east. They also allow open countryside to penetrate the 
built up areas of the city. 

The Green Wedges in this area accommodate agricultural 
and school uses including playing fields. The former alabaster 
pits in the south-eastern part of the ward also have open 
space  and natural history value and form part of the 
Nottingham / Derby Green Belt.

The former route of the Derby and Sandiacre canal runs from 
the south of the city through Chellaston and Shelton Lock and 
provides linear open space. 

Beyond the city boundary to the south the landscape changes 
to wet pasture meadows and lowland farmland. The 
agricultural landscape is broken up by villages such as 
Swarkestone and Melbourne within South Derbyshire. 

Heritage, Townscape and Movement:

The village centre of Chellaston is the historic core of the 
ward. There are no conservation areas located within the 
ward, although there are a number of important historic 
buildings within the village area, particularly along the High 
Street.  

The linear development along the main road is characterised 
by inter war detached and semi detached housing. Shelton 
Lock has similar inter war housing along the main road but is 
also characterised by 1970s development around the Merrill 
Way and Sinfin Avenue areas. The more modern housing 
estates are also characterised by detached and semi 
detached housing, although there is a greater mix of property 
types. 

Away from the more modern housing estates, development is 
roughly based on a grid pattern with streets aligned at 90 
degrees to the Swarkestone Road corridor. The modern 
estates have a tighter street pattern, with smaller plot sizes 
enabling higher densities. Layouts tend to be less regimented 
with small cul-de-sac closes running off the estate distributor 
routes.  

The main vehicular movements are along the Swarkestone 
Road corridor which links the city to South Derbyshire. Most 
movement off the main Swarkestone Road corridor is 
associated with access to residential areas to the east and 
west. Pedestrian movements are associated with the key 
activity nodes in the area such as the District Centre and 
Chellaston Secondary School. The former canal route also 
enables north / south pedestrian and cycle movements.
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East Chellaston – 1990s estate, semi / detached

West Chellaston – Early 21st Century estate, semi / detached

Merrill Way – 1970s, bungalows 

Village Centre – Traditional village centre, mixed 
typologies  

Sinfin Avenue – Inter war and 1970s / 80s, bungalows / 
semi detached
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Woodlands Lane – Post war and 1990s expansion, semi 
detached 

Swarkestone Road West – Inter war linear growth and 1970s 
infill, semi detached / bungalows

Swarkestone Road East – Inter war, semi / detached 
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