
Your handy guide to

RECYCLING PLASTICS

There are many different types of plastic which can make choosing the right ones to 
recycle confusing - here is a handy guide to help you recycle as much as possible.



Please don’t worry too much about the recycling labelling on the package itself – lots 
of things can technically be recycled but we can’t collect them all at the kerbside. 

Yes please

  Soap bottle  Spreads tub   Yoghurt cartons

  Spray cleaner   Ice cream tub   Washing up liquid   Water bottles

  Bleach bottle   Drinks bottle   Fruit container   Milk bottle

Please don’t worry too much about the recycling labelling on the package itself – lots 

  Food tray



No thanks

Crisp packets Can packaging

Please check if we can recycle your waste before you put it in your bin. 
We have a handy A-Z online if you’d rather check there!

Toilet paper wrap Bread bags

Nappies Cereal bags Bottle wrap Freezer bags

Plastic toys Polystyrene boxes Carrier bags Electricals



What happens to the plastics I put in my blue bin? 
Your recycling is sent to a MRF (materials recycling facility) where it’s sorted by 
machine and hand. The plastics are separated into type and colour and sent onto 
reprocessors who chip them ready to be melted down and turned into new plastic 
products like picnic benches.

Why can’t you recycle all plastics? 
Generally you can recycle disposable plastic packaging in the blue bin, for example, 
bottles, pots tubs and trays. These items are easily recognisable, easy to collect and 
importantly the infrastructure exists to separate and process them into a material which 
people want to buy. This means they can be turned into new products, making this a 
sustainable process. 

Other plastics for example plastic bags and films, or hard plastics such toys and 
CD cases, can’t be collected by the kerbside scheme because the infrastructure to 
separate and reprocess them, and the outlets for these materials are not reliable or 
efficient. These materials would just reduce the quality of the materials we already 
collect running the risk of our recycling not being put to its best use, as well as making 
recycling less efficient and increasing costs.

The good news is that manufacturers are starting to design and use more easily 
recyclable packaging and companies are starting to invest in technology to enable 
us to recycle more in the future. Also hard plastics (toys or garden furniture) can be 
recycled at Raynesway HWRC!

Where can I recycle my carrier bags? 
Most supermarkets have recycling points for carrier bags. As supermarkets collect 
plastic bags and film separately it is usually better quality and easier to find a 
processor who can recycle it. Better yet, use reusable bags!

If I can’t recycle some of my plastics, what can I do instead? 
Shop smart! Can you buy the item without packaging altogether or contained in a 
more easily recyclable material. Please let your supermarket know if you are unhappy 
with the level of packaging. Minimising our waste is even better than recycling.

What about compostable ‘plastics’ – can I recycle these? 
Compostable or biodegradable plastics cannot be recycled in your blue bin. Such 
items should be clearly labelled so you know not to recycle them. Depending on the 
advice on the item, you may want to try home composting – we can’t collect these in 
the brown bin.  

Your recycling is really making a difference - thanks!

derby.gov.uk/bins


